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Minutes of May 19, 2016 Meeting

In Attendance:			Howard Piggee, Vice Chair
				Fred Howe
				Bob Young, FCPS
Chris Glover, CRRL
				Suzanne Tills, Director of Information Technology/CIO
				
Others In Attendance:		Todd Brinklow, Cox
Chuck Johnston, Director of Planning 
Taylor Hedelt				
				
The meeting was called to order at 11:08 a.m.  

Cable Commission Complaints
There was one complaint received via phone call on 05/13/2016 from Mr. Harold Bannister. Mr. Bannister inquired if Cox has an obligation to provide notice of changes to channel line-ups, in particular the Weather Channel. Mr. Bannister did not state if he was paying for the Weather Channel or receiving it for free. Mrs. Tills called back for more information but had not yet received a call back from Mr. Bannister.

The Weather Channel is not included in the 1st tier channels. Cox is checking to see if they can include the Weather Channel in the basic tier for all citizens, but Mr. Brinklow did not yet have an answer for that. He hoped to have an answer specifically for the Fire Department by the end of the week regarding their access to the Weather Channel. Mr. Howe then questioned how the schools, the Police Department, Public Works, City Hall, etc. all received their weather updates. Mr. Young will check how the schools monitor weather changes. Mrs. Tills stated that it would be too much bandwidth for everyone to be using the internet to stream constant weather updates. Mr. Brinklow stated that he would work on an answer regarding access to the weather channel for all the departments, not just the Fire Department, hopefully by next week. 

Financial Update for PEG Access Funds
There are no new expenditures, therefore no changes for the PEG access funds. 

Approval of Minutes
Mr. Howe motioned for the March 17th minutes to be approved, and the motion was seconded by Mr. Young.  The motion was approved by all.

Old Business - Verizon Fiber & City Hall – Update 
Mrs. Tills reported that the Verizon strike affected the City’s ability to move forward with the direct connect to City Hall.  Alternative solutions were investigated by Mr. Glover, Mrs. Tills, city staff and Mr. Chandler (Advanced Media Solutions of Virginia, LLC) but unfortunately all options discussed required Verizon participation to redirect the feed.  Online viewing, while not optimal, is available.  The City will continue to pursue the completion of the direct connect.

New Business

a. PUE set aside – Plan Acceptance Process (Johnston)
Mr. Johnston stated that it is not required that Utility easements be shown for cable access on building plans. Only utility easements for water, sewer and storm water are required. Mr. Howe stated that Arlington does require such planning before approval for utilities such as cable, phone, gas, etc. Mr. Howe stated that it would be advantageous to design for such utility access in the planning process instead of after the build. Mr. Johnston and Mr. Howe agreed to meet with Public Works and other staff from the Planning department to further explore these options. 

b. Potential PEG funding projects
i. Mr. Young suggested that the Old Walker-Grant building have the PEG feed added and the equipment to broadcast meetings purchased with the PEG funds. Once the remodel is completed for the Old Walker-Grant building, the school board meetings would be moved there and be broadcasted from that building. He would need to speak to Mr. Chandler to determine the cost to add the feed.
ii. Mr. Glover suggested that PEG funding would provide public PEG access to the Maker Lab in the library. He has spoken some to Mr. Chandler about this some but would need to specifically discuss the engineering to prepare a budget. 
iii. The Fire Department submitted a memo requesting production equipment to be purchased on behalf of their Fire Department Public Service Productions group. Mr. Howe asked if the list of equipment was similar to the equipment of the schools and if it could be shared. Mr. Young clarified that the equipment he was proposing to purchase would be set up as a TV studio, not a mobile operation. Col. Piggee then questioned who would maintain the equipment? Mrs. Tills stated that IT is in communication with the Fire Department to take over their IT support. Mr. Howe stated then that with a request against the budget, it would need to be taken to Council with the stipulation that if the equipment were purchased, it is to be shared for all City official business.  The commission requested Mrs. Dooley write a resolution for Council. Mr. Howe made a motion for approval, Mr. Young seconded the motion. All in favor, none opposed. 

c. Adding Weather Channel to the basic tier for all citizens as a public safety measure
-Addressed in complaints discussion

d. Consolidated Coverage Map
· Verizon – on strike, no response
· Comcast – no reply
· Cox – responded with needed information

e. Franchise Agreements – review every 3 years – the Commission recommended that the City Attorney’s office review the franchise agreements every 3 years to address new technology.  All agreements may need technological addendums.


Mr. Howe motioned to close the Cable Commission Meeting at 12:14 pm; the motion was seconded by Mr Young. All approved the motion.
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