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CITY OF FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA 

CITY COUNCIL

Council Chambers, 715 Princess Anne Street
Fredericksburg, Virginia  22401

Council Work Session
August 9, 2016

Briefing on Greenville, South Carolina Redevelopment

The Council of the City of Fredericksburg, Virginia held a work session on Tuesday,

August 9, 2016, beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the City Hall Conference Room.

Council Present.  Mayor Mary Katherine Greenlaw, Presiding. Councilors William

C. Withers, Jr., Kerry P. Devine, Timothy P. Duffy, Charlie L. Frye, Jr. and Matthew J. Kelly.

Council Absent.  Councilor Bradford C. Ellis, vacation.

Also Present.  City Manager Timothy J. Baroody, Assistant City Manager Mark

Whitley, City Attorney Kathleen Dooley, Assistant Economic Development Director Bill

Freehling, Planning Services Director Charles Johnston  and Clerk of Council Tonya B. Lacey.

Briefing on Greenville, South Carolina Redevelopment.  Assistant 

Economic Development Director Freehling presented a PowerPoint discussing the background 

and introduction, what’s been built downtown, how they accomplished it, pictures of street 

signs, streets, hotels signage, performing arts center, amphitheater, event facility and public 

restrooms, public restrooms located in restaurants, Liberty Bridge, transportation options, 

calendar of events, downtown maps, private sponsorship obtained for different items, water 

fountains for refilling water bottles, bikes for rent, visitor center inside City Hall, lots of 

seating, chain stores mixed with indies, public art sculptures, outdoor dining next to the park, 

outdoor music and seating, splash zone by the riverfront, minor league baseball stadium, West 

End Market (redeveloped by the City), public-private partnership by numbers, 

Fredericksburg’s advantages and elements needed to advance.

Mayor Greenlaw asked if Greenville was a City within a County and Mr. Freehling said

they were and they had city taxes, county taxes as well as school taxes.

Councilor Duffy asked what the timeframe was for doing all the projects mentioned and

Mr. Freehling said it was all done over 30 years.  Councilor Kelly said the City had secured 
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several corporate users before the redevelopment.  Mr. Freehling said because they have city 

tax, county tax and school tax that helped a lot.

Mayor Greenlaw agreed that the City of Fredericksburg had different challenges but it 

had more opportunity.

Councilor Kelly said he would be interested in how they put their TIF district together 

and how it survived the downfall of the economy.  He said the City needed to sit down and 

develop a master plan.  Mayor Greenlaw said the vision must assume that the community was 

willing to invest as well as the private sector.  Councilor Kelly felt if there was a Master Plan 

they may be interested.  Vice-Mayor Withers said with the retreat coming up he felt that would

be a good place to start the plan.

Councilor Kelly said he would like to see the City go out to the development 

community and national parks to see what they would like to see in the City.  City Manager 

Baroody said he had already reached out to them and he would like to have an open forum in 

October.

Councilor Frye suggested that the City do more smaller things to attract more foot 

traffic in the City for example putting a sign on route one for Carl’s ice cream saying “best ice 

cream in America”.  He felt doing little things like this would get people off route one who had

no intentions of stopping in the City.

Closed Meeting Approved. Upon the motion of Vice-Mayor Withers, seconded by 

Councilor Devine and passed by the following recorded votes, Council approved a closed 

session to discuss the performance of the Clerk of Council, under Virginia Code §2.2-

3711(A)(1). Ayes (6) Councilors Greenlaw, Withers, Devine, Duffy, Frye, and Kelly.  Nays 

(0).

Return to Open Meeting Approved.   Upon the motion of Vice-Mayor Withers, 

seconded by Councilor Devine and passed by the following recorded votes, Council approved 

a return to an open meeting. Ayes (6) Councilors Greenlaw, Withers, Devine, Duffy, Frye, and 

Kelly.  Nays (0).

Resolution 16-69, Approved, Certifying Closed Meeting.  Upon the motion Vice-

Mayor Withers approved Resolution 16-69 certifying the closed meeting; seconded by 

Councilor Devine and passed by the following recorded votes. Ayes (6) Councilors Greenlaw, 

Withers, Devine, Duffy, Frye, and Kelly.  Nays (0).
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Adjournment.  There being no further business to come before the Council at this

time. Mayor Greenlaw declared the work session officially adjourned at 6:56 p.m.

_____Tonya B

Lacey_____

Tonya B. Lacey
Clerk of Council
City of Fredericksburg


