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What is a Historic Structures Report?
What have we discovered so far?

What are the challenge and
opportunities?

and
What are we doing to wrap up?



Historic Structures Reports (HSR)

A historic structures report
provides documentary, graphic,
and physical information about a

property's history and existing
condition.



Historic Structures Reports (HSR)

Approach for Fredericksburg Historic Courthouse, Jail, & Library

1.  Introduction
2. Brief History of the Property
3. Construction History (including alterations, repairs, and restoration)
4.  Architectural Evaluation / Existing Conditions Analysis
1.  Architectural
2. Structural
3. Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing
5. Repair and Restoration Recommendations (including cost estimates)
6. Maintenance Recommendations (including cyclical maintenance and
repair)
7.  Drawings and Photographs
8. Recommendations for Future Research
9. Bibliography
10. Digital archive of previous reports, studies, photographs, and drawings
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Comparison between historic and
present-day views



Renwick Courthouse

Original Architectural Drawings, James Renwick Jr.
Fredericksburg, VA
1852

Fredericksburg Circuit Court, Archives



Renwick Courthouse Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA Fredericksburg, VA
19 May 1864 2015

Commonwealth Architects



Renwick Courthouse Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA Fredericksburg, VA
2015 19 May 1864

Commonwealth Architects



Fredericksburg Historic Courthouse Fredericksburg Historic Courthouse

Fredericksburg, VA Fredericksburg, VA
19 May 1864 2015

Commonwealth Architects



Renwick Courthouse Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA Fredericksburg, VA
19 May 1864 2015

Commonwealth Architects



Old Jail (second jail)
Fredericksburg, VA
19 May 1864

Commonwealth Architects

Old Jail
Fredericksburg, VA
2015



Old Jail (second jail) Old Jail
Fredericksburg, VA Fredericksburg, VA
1918 2015

Commonwealth Architects



Old Jail Timeline

Jail Timeline

Date Activity

1736 First documented courthouse and jail constructed
(brick)

1803 Court order issued for demolition of the first jail,

located north of present courthouse

1805 Construction complete on the second jail (stone), built
at same location of the first jail

1852 Construction complete on the second courthouse
(designed by James Renwick, Jr.)

1852 Second jail dismantled and re-built at the rear of the
second courthouse (approximately the current
location)

1928 The second jail is rebuilt at its existing site using
poured in place concrete

Ca. 1970s The jail and police department is vacated




Wallace Library Wallace Library

Fredericksburg, VA Fredericksburg, VA
Ca. 1908 2015



Wallace Library Timeline

Wallace Library Timeline

Date

Activity

1909 Wallace Library Constructed
1970s Renovation into Fredericksburg School Board Office
ca. 2017 School Board to vacate
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How was the courthouse used?



Renwick Courthouse Timeline

Date South Wing Central Portion North Wing
1852 — ca. 1860 Court Room Hope Fire Company
1886 Clerk’s Office Court Room 15t Floor: School
2nd Floor: School
1891 Clerk’s Office Court Room 15t Floor: School
274 Floor: Armory
1896 Clerk’s Office Court Room 1%t Floor: School
2nd Floor: Armory
1902 1st Floor: Clerk’s Office, Fire | Court Room 15t Floor: School
Proof Vault 2nd Floor: Armory
2nd Floor: Library
1907 1st Floor: Clerk’s Office, Fire | Court Room 15t Floor: School
Proof Vault 2nd Floor: Armory
2nd Floor: Library
1912 15t Floor: Clerk’s Office Court Room No use listed
2nd Floor: Library
1919 15t Floor: Clerk’s Office Court Room No use listed
2nd Floor: Library
1927 Corporation Court House Corporation Court House
1948 Second floor added to courtroom
1948 15t Floor: Offices 15t Floor: Record Storage 1st Floor: Stair Hall, “To Remain as
2nd Floor: Jury Room, 2nd Floor: Court Room Present”
Witness Room, Judge’s 2nd Floor: Unassigned, Law Library, Court
Office, Clerk’s Office Lobby
1990 15t Floor: Judge’s Chambers, |15t Floor: Record Storage 1st Floor: Clerk, Evidence, Microfilm,

Secretary, Conference Room,
Vault

2nd Floor: Jury, Judge’s
Chambers, Cloak Room,
Holding Cells

2nd Floor: Court Room

Mechanical, Conference
2nd Floor: Public Restrooms, Witness, Court
Waiting Room, Attorney/Client Chambers




Renwick Courthouse

Original Architectural Drawings, James Renwick Jr.
Fredericksburg, VA
1852

Fredericksburg Circuit Court, Archives
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Renwick Courthouse Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA Fredericksburg, VA
1948 2015

Commonwealth Architects



Renwick Courthouse

Original Architectural Drawings, James Renwick Jr. (North wing)
Fredericksburg, VA
1852

Fredericksburg Circuit Court, Archives
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Fredericksburg, VA
North Wing
1948

J. Binford Walford & O. Pendleton Wright
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Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA
North Attic King Post Detail
2015

Commonwealth Architects
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Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA
South Wing
1948

J. Binford Walford & O. Pendleton Wright



Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA
South Attic Scissor Truss Detail
2015

Commonwealth Architects



Opportunity: Revealing the two-story south wing space and the scissor trusses

Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA
2015

Commonwealth Architects



Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA

simulated stone finish, west gable wall south attic
2015

Commonwealth Architects



Renwick Courthouse

Fredericksburg, VA
simulated stone finish, south elevation
19 May 1864

Library of Congress



Renwick Courthouse, Wallace
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Issues at the Courthouse:

* Moisture infiltration through the
hairline cracks in the Portland-cement
textured stucco

* Damage and stress of structural
members

 Moisture infiltration in the bell tower



Issue: Moisture infiltration through the hairline cracks in the Portland-cement stucco

Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA
2015

Commonwealth Architects



North Attic South Attic

Issue: Damage and stress of structural members

Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA
2015

Commonwealth Architects



Issue: Moisture infiltration in the bell tower

Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA
2015

Commonwealth Architects



Renwick Courthouse, Wallace
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Opportunities at the Courthouse:

* Removal of the non-historic Portland-
cement textured stucco and reinstatement
of a compatible exterior stucco

* Reinstatement of the parapet walls

* Revealing the two-story south wing
space and the scissor trusses



Opportunity: Reinstatement of a Historically Compatible Exterior Finish

Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA
(surviving example in the south wing attic, 2015)

Commonwealth Architects



Opportunity: Reinstatement of the parapet walls

Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA
2015

Commonwealth Architects



Opportunity: Revealing the two-story south wing space and the scissor trusses

Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA
2015

Commonwealth Architects



Renwick Courthouse, Wallace
Library, and Old Jail HSR:

Issues at the Wallace Library:

 Loss of mortar
 Moisture infiltration

 Shifting and cracking of the brick at the
north elevation



Issue: Loss of mortar

Wallace Library
Fredericksburg, VA
2015

Commonwealth Architects



Issue: Moisture Infiltration

Wallace Library
Fredericksburg, VA
2015

Commonwealth Architects



Issue: Shifting and cracking of brick at the north elevation

Wallace Library
Fredericksburg, VA
2015

Commonwealth Architects



Renwick Courthouse, Wallace
Library, and Old Jail HSR:

Opportunities at the Wallace Library:

* The interior historic fabric is almost non-existent,
which equates to flexibility of use and finishes

* Exterior integrity and historic fabric of the building
1S intact

* Reinstatement of the original two-story volume
through the removal of the non-historic second tloor



Opportunity: The interior historic fabric is almost non-existent, which equates to
flexibility of use and finishes

Wallace Library
Fredericksburg, VA

Commonwealth Architects 20 1 5



Opportunity: Exterior integrity and historic fabric of the building is intact

Wallace Library
Fredericksburg, VA
2015

Commonwealth Architects



Opportunity: Reinstatement of the original two-story volume through the removal of
the non-historic second floor

Wallace Library
Fredericksburg, VA

Commonwealth Architects 20 1 5



Renwick Courthouse, Wallace

Library, and Old Jail HSR:
Issues at the Old Jail

* Spalling and cracking of the exterior
concrete walls

 Lack of functional windows

* The roof is nearing the end of its
lifespan



Issue: Spalling and cracking of the exterior concrete walls
Old Jail
Fredericksburg, VA
2015

Commonwealth Architects



Issue: Lack of functional windows
Old Jail
Fredericksburg, VA
2015

Commonwealth Architects



Issue: The roof is nearing the end of its lifespan
Old Jail
Fredericksburg, VA
2015

Commonwealth Architects



Renwick Courthouse, Wallace
Library, and Old Jail HSR:

Opportunities at the Jail:

 Ability to visualize the layers of the jail’s
history, early stone, brick, and the existing
concrete jail

* Two historic jail cells remain and should be
preserved

 Potential flexibility in build-out of the CMU
portion of the building



Opportunity: Ability to visualize the layers of the jail’s history: early stone, brick, and
the existing concrete jail
Old Jail
Fredericksburg, VA

Commonwealth Architects 20 1 5



Opportunity: Two historic jail cells remain and should be preserved
Old Jail
Fredericksburg, VA
2015

Commonwealth Architects



Opportunity: Potential flexibility in build out of the CMU portion of the building
Old Jail
Fredericksburg, VA
2015

Commonwealth Architects
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What does the report look like?



Wallace Library
Fredericksburg, VA

Existing Conditions Analysis
2016

Commonwealth Architects
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Renwick Courthouse, Wallace Library, and Old Jail
Fredericksburg, VA
Prioritized Recommendations and Cost Estimates
2016

Commonwealth Architects




Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA
3D View to southeast
2016

Commonwealth Architects



Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA

3D View to northwest
2016

Commonwealth Architects



Commonwealth Architects

2nd floor plan

15t floor plan

Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA
2016



South elevation North elevation

Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA

3D View to northwest
2016

Commonwealth Architects



Renwick Courthouse
Fredericksburg, VA

West elevation
2016

Commonwealth Architects
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Next steps

Complete detailing on drawings

* Complete coordination of
recommendations with cost
estimator

* Complete building history

* (Check and coordinate electronic
document collection



Renwick Courthouse, Wallace

Library, and Old Jail HSR:
Public Meetings

* Princess Anne Street Corridor
Businesses and Property

Owners meeting 27 October 2015
* Public Meeting held at

Renwick Courthouse 7 December 2015
* Fredericksburg Architectural

Review Board 14 December 2015

* Fredericksburg City Council 23 February 2016
* Courthouse Tour TBD
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survey
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Thank you to many in Fredericksburg for their help

« City of Fredericksburg

Mark Whitley, Assistant City Manager

Bill Freehling, Assistant Director for Economic Development

Ray Regan, Division Manager of Public Facilities
* Fredericksburg Sheriff's Department

Keith Rodgers

David J. Sullivan, First Sergeant
 Fredericksburg Circuit Court

J. Travis Walker Archivist
 Fredericksburg Court Records Project

Barry L. McGhee

Roberta (Bobby) Kerr

Gary Stanton
« Community Volunteers

James O. McGee, architect

* Central Rappahannock Regional Library & Virginia Room

* Central Rappahannock Heritage Center
John Reifenberg



Renwick Courthouse, Wallace Library, and Old Jail
Fredericksburg, VA

1828 Revere Company Bell
2015



