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Fredericksburg Circuit Court
COVID-19 Jury Trial Plan 

Introduction

This plan was developed based upon recommendations and guidelines developed by the Virginia Department of Health (“VDH”), the Center for Disease Control (“CDC”), and the Virginia Department of Labor and Employment Emergency Temporary Standard Regulations.  The Circuit Court secured direct input from the City’s Pandemic Specialist, Captain Victor Podbielski, of the Fredericksburg Fire Department and all of his recommendations were incorporated into this plan as well as the Emergency Operations Response (EOR) Team for the City of Fredericksburg.   

In recognition of the challenges inherent in the resumption of jury trials, the Circuit Court acknowledges that elimination of exposure risk is not possible, however, mitigation of exposure risk through layers of protection is attainable. 

In accordance with these resources, this plan is designed to address the following:

Social distancing
Occupancy limitations
Screening protocols
Enhanced cleaning
Education regarding handwashing and respiratory guidelines

This plan is subject to modification to comply with updated recommendations of the Virginia Department of Health, Center for Disease Control, Fredericksburg Department of Health, the Virginia Department of Labor and Employment Emergency Temporary Standard Regulations and/or Orders of the Governor of Virginia, the Supreme Court of Virginia or any other applicable governing agency. 

Overview of COVID Compliance

Current COVID Conditions

The Fredericksburg Courthouse holds two levels of courts for the City.  Within the same building are 2 circuit courts and 1 general district court along with the clerk’s offices for each. 

With the First Order of the Supreme Court of Virginia effective March 16, 2020 until April 6, 2020, a meeting of stakeholders was convened.  Attendance included judges, clerks of the two courts, the Commonwealth Attorney, the President of the Fredericksburg Area Bar Association and the Sheriff’s office. At this meeting, a general plan of operations was developed and has been modified and refined in response to subsequent extensions and modification orders of the Supreme Court of Virginia which have progressed to this point.  The Court also consulted with the head of the Public Defender’s Office concerning this plan. Communication with Fredericksburg’s EOR Team continues daily. In addition, the Court had the head of the Office of the Public Defender’s Office review this plan and considered his input. 
1

The Circuit Court Judges were added to the Fredericksburg EOR Team daily briefings.  These briefings provided updates to outbreaks within Fredericksburg and the surrounding localities, 
hospitalizations, deaths and management of the COVID-19 pandemic by the City. This included the closure to the public of the Fredericksburg government buildings for a time period, and staggered work times for City employees along with closure of the school system.  The written updates continue to be provided to each Judge.  Attachment 1 is a copy of what each Circuit Court judge is provided daily.  

Social Distancing
Each clerk’s office has established methods to permit electronic filing, drop off boxes and curbside consults to reduce foot traffic in the clerk’s space. 

Plexiglass has been installed in these offices in locations where interaction with the public occurs and physical distancing is not possible.  

Outside of each courtroom are marked spots physically distanced of 6 feet and waiting chairs have been moved to the same distance.  At each counsel table are containers of Clorox disinfectant wipes.  Additional free-standing hand sanitizers have been installed throughout the courthouse in high traffic areas.  

Occupancy Limitations
In accordance with prior orders, each clerk’s office has utilized a combination of teleworking options and staggered hours to limit occupancy.  In the judicial chambers for the Circuit Court, only one judge is assigned to work five days per week with a second judge assigned two days per week. Each judge’s chambers and legal assistant is separated by a hallway of at least 20 feet and appropriate social distancing is practiced at all times.  

In coordination with the Rappahannock Regional Jail; arraignments and some bond hearings have been conducted via video.  

To date, Rappahannock Regional Jail has had only two confirmed COVID-19 cases.  

The Bailiffs have consistently managed the limitations as to numbers permitted in the courthouse and the courtrooms in accordance with current guidelines from VDH and CDC.  They have employed a system that aids in the identification of those required for the General District Court which has now instituted a segmented docket to reduce the number of persons in the hallways and in the courtroom itself.  

The Circuit Court has also utilized a segmented docket system for high volume days combining both set time periods and interspersed with video hearings.  This has reduced the number of attorneys, litigants and public in the building at any given time.   For grand jury, the Court has implemented a system in civil cases of waiving the parties’ appearance and setting them beforehand electronically or by telephone. As to criminal cases, defendants appearance has been waived and counsel has provided available dates ahead of time to limit their appearance. 
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Screening Protocols
At the main public entrance, deputies are stationed in the vestibule at a table– they ask each person attempting to enter the courthouse, including judges, clerks, employees, attorneys and the public, the five questions listed in Attachment 2 and take their temperature.  If the person does not have a face covering – one is provided. No one is permitted into the courthouse without a mask unless they are under 10 or have a medical condition that prevents them from doing so. 

For individuals who answer yes to any of the questions in Attachment 2 or have a temperature, admission to the courthouse is withheld and their situation is communicated to the appropriate judge, or clerk’s office.  Their matter is continued to another date to ensure safety.  

If it is an employee that answers yes, their manager is notified, and the employee is sent home.  If it is a judge – that person will notify their assistant and return home.  

Enhanced Cleaning
The City of Fredericksburg staff has advised the Circuit Court that proper cleaning of all commonly used spaces occurs in accordance with public health guidelines.  Routine cleaning of public areas utilizing a viruscide continues daily throughout the courthouse. 

The courthouse was built in 2014 in accord with the guidelines from the Supreme Court of Virginia and thus has a modern HVAC system and its filters are replaced at least once per month. 

Education
Signage has been placed on the courthouse front entrance as well as throughout the courthouse elevators, hallways, stairwells and restrooms, reminding visitors of the need for adequate social distancing, hand washing, face coverings and proper respiratory management. 

Courthouse Layout

The Fredericksburg Courthouse has four floors.  The basement contains the Sheriff’s Department, prisoner sallyport and holding cells along with a few parking spaces for staff. 

On the first floor of the courthouse is the main entrance, the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office and a fingerprinting area.  

On the second floor of the courthouse are the general district courtroom and clerk’s office. 

On the third floor of the courthouse are the two circuit courtrooms with attached jury deliberation rooms, four meeting rooms outside the circuit courtrooms, the jury assembly room and judicial chambers. 
 
Attachment 3 is copies of the building design and layout of offices and space for reference. 
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Pre-trial Jury Issues

In recognition of the current environment regarding COVID-19, the Circuit Court Judges met with the Circuit Court Clerk to develop a letter that would address concerns of those being called for jury duty.  A copy of that letter is Attachment 4.   The Clerk has expanded the jury pool to address the issue of a reduced number of prospective jurors due to COVID-19 related issues.  

Jurors will be encouraged to contact the jury clerk either by phone or by email with responses that may result in them being excused from jury duty.  In some instances, the excuse may be time limited – for a two-week period of quarantine or a juror may be completely excused from service for his or her entire term.  A liberal policy will be implemented for juror no shows.  Any juror who is in an at-risk group as defined by the CDC, is vulnerable and/or is unable to serve due to COVID related concerns or issues (such as childcare) will be excused. 

For multi-day jury trials, the jury clerk will confirm cell phone numbers and emails for all selected jurors.  This will allow immediate notification to the jurors of any courthouse issues that may arise during the course of the trial.  

The Rappahannock Area Health District Emergency Coordinator will review the proposed jury list and designate any address that has had a confirmed positive COVID-19 test.  This will allow pre-screening of those persons that would not be able to serve. 


Trial Procedures

Upon setting a jury trial, the Court will enter a pre-trial order requiring the parties to comply with the following at trial: 

[bookmark: _Hlk45027782]Jury instructions – A complete set with separate copies for each juror to be used during deliberation.   
Exhibits – counsel will be encouraged to use digital exhibits whenever possible. If digital is not possible then copies for each juror must be provided. These packets will be designated the same number as the juror and subject to destruction at the end of the trial.   
Witness Photos – must be digitally provided to allow display to the jury panel during voir dire. This will reduce occupancy during voir dire.
Witness Testimony – may occur with a face covering unless the opposing party objects. Our witness box is more than 6 feet from everyone else in the courtroom, including the jurors.   
Counsel - must remain at counsel table; may not approach witnesses or the jury box.  
Exhibits will be handed to bailiffs only who pass to the clerk for identification and signature by the judge.  Digital exhibits will be encouraged if possible – if not – then sufficient copies for each juror will be required.
Jury Breaks - There will be mandatory breaks for the jury every two (2) hours – to permit proper cleaning and hand washing.  
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Face Coverings for Prospective Jurors will be allowed during voir dire.  If questioning a single juror – said juror may be asked to stand and speak and to remove their face covering.  Each prospective juror will be seated at least 6 feet from everyone else. Once completed, the juror will replace their face covering before resuming their seat. 
Side Bars/Conferences – if a lawyer requires a conference with his client, discussion out of the presence of the jury or with the judge on or off the record, s/he may use the jury deliberation room attached to the courtroom for a nonincarcerated defendant.  This will allow the rest of the jurors and participants to remain in place. For incarcerated defendants, the jury will be excused.
Court Closure - The protocol for court closure will be reviewed as outlined below. Cell phone and email addresses will be confirmed for notification purposes.
Media issues – if media is anticipated - the limited space in the courtroom may require reservation of a seat.  
Space in the Courtroom –Space in the courtroom gallery will be allocated to the public to the extent available with special considerations to victims and their families.
Interpretative services are provided in person.  If a lawyer and client cannot communicate during trial due to interpretation issues, a break will be provided. 
Face Coverings – All persons, including witnesses, must wear face coverings. The witness stand; however, is sufficiently distanced from any other person in the courtroom to allow the witness to take the face covering down and testify with face exposed. If a lawyer or bailiff needs to approach a witness to hand him something, the Court will instruct the witness to recover his or her face covering before allowing the approach. 

If face coverings impair the ability of a lawyer to communicate with the witness or with the Court, the Court may grant the attorney permission to remove his or her face covering as necessary, ensuring that the attorney remains physically distant from other persons in the courtroom. 
A criminal defendant may be asked to remove his face covering during voir dire to ensure that prospective jurors can see him and indicate whether any know him or recognize him. He may also be asked to lower his face covering briefly for the purpose of enabling a witness to see his face and answer whether the witness can identify the defendant.  
If face coverings impair the ability of a lawyer and his client to communicate at counsel table (and alternate methods of communication such as note-writing, texting between devices, etc., are unavailable or insufficient), the Court will permit counsel whatever recesses are necessary for the purpose of facilitating private communication. The Court expects counsel to maintain social distancing with co-counsel and his or her client at all times. 
Jurors will wear face coverings at all times, but the Court expects to permit individual jurors to lower the cover briefly if requested by counsel, while ensuring proper social distancing of at least 10-feet from all other persons. 
5
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sidebars may be conducted at the bench, with a plexiglass shield separating the judge from the lawyers, or alternatively in the jury deliberation room immediately behind the courtroom. 

Jury Trial

Overview
The jury assembly room will be used for deliberations. The Fredericksburg Circuit Court will be limited to one jury trial per day, which will take place in courtroom #1. The layout of our courtroom allows us to be ready to safely resume jury trials as soon as we are permitted to do so. 

Social Distancing
Jurors will be directed to enter through the main entrance located on the first floor, and will be segregated from other courthouse visitors. Proper spacing will be provided for the jurors as they wait to enter the courthouse.  Prospective jurors will arrive after courthouse staff at 9:00 a.m.  

All prospective jurors must wear a mask in order to gain access to the courthouse. Masks will be provided to the jurors, if needed, and any juror who refuses to wear a mask will be excused from service. As part of their prescreening, all jurors will have their temperature taken and will be asked if they have, within the last fourteen days: 
Travelled internationally; 
Been directed to quarantine, isolate or self-monitor; 
Been tested for COVID-19 and awaiting results; Been diagnosed with, or have had contact with anyone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19; 
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Experienced fever, cough or shortness of breath; 
Resided with or been in close contact with any person in the above mentioned categories. 

Once prescreened, 2 – 3 jurors at a time will use the elevator or stairwell to access the jury assembly room and be assigned a juror number.  That number will correlate with a chair of the same number which will remain their assigned seat throughout the process.  This will permit contact tracing if necessary.  The restrooms for this area are not available to the public, are single use and have proper signage.  

Voir Dire will be conducted in small groups, with adequate social distancing when moving the groups down the hallway to the courtroom, within the courtroom and returning to the jury assembly room. Limited spacing will be available for the public and the media, as necessary. 

The layout of the courtroom allows for appropriate social distancing, at least 6 feet between counsel, the parties, the jurors, the court reporter, the witness stand, the clerk, the judge, the bailiff and persons seated in the gallery. The gallery will be reduced from the pre-pandemic limit of 95 persons to no more than 29.   


Occupancy Limitations
The jury assembly room has been set up with each chair having six feet of distance from the other.  This reduced the overall capacity from 75 to 25. The prospective jurors starting with 26 and up will be assembled in courtroom #2 with appropriate social distancing. See Attachment 5. The room has been sanitized and sealed until official use.  Individual bottles of water will be available.  No common coffee will be offered.  The restrooms are for the prospective jurors only, are single use designated male or female.  Proper signage has been installed. 

Jurors selected to serve will be assigned a specific seat in the jury box and that will be their assigned seat throughout the trial.  Jurors will return to the jury assembly room for breaks, lunch and deliberation.  Adequate social distancing will be easily maintained once the balance of the called panel have been dismissed.  Individual boxed lunches will be provided on the first day of the trial.    

Once the jury is seated, there will be space with adequate social distancing for 29 people in the gallery of Courtroom 1.  There is no additional space within the courthouse to accommodate live streaming of any trial.  Designated space for the press can be reserved if coordinated in advance prior to the trial. 

Deep cleaning with use of a viruscide will occur each evening in the courtroom, jury assembly room, jury deliberation room and all common use areas of the courthouse as well as holding cells. In addition, City staff will be on a continuous daily cycle of cleaning throughout the courthouse in high-touch areas and surfaces, including the courtrooms, restrooms and other areas. 

Bailiffs assigned to jury duty will not provide services in any other area of the courthouse and will remain with the jury throughout the entire jury trial.  This will eliminate cross contamination between floors. 

Screening Protocols
The prospective jury list will be sent to the Rappahannock Health District Emergency Coordinator who will notify the court of any individuals on the list that have tested positive or addresses with a positive test within the last two weeks.  

On the morning of the trial, prospective jurors will be asked the questions contained in Attachment 6, and their temperature taken before they enter the courthouse.

For individuals who answer yes to any of the questions or have a temperature, admission to the courthouse is withheld and their situation is communicated to the appropriate judge, or clerk’s office, depending upon the circumstances they may be excused from jury duty for the  next fourteen (14) days or the remainder of the month.  

For multi-day trials, jurors will be screened each morning prior to entry into the courthouse and again at the end of the day.  They will also be asked to bring their own lunches on the subsequent days which will be kept at their seats in the jury assembly room.  Jurors will be asked to provide the bailiff with an email and a cell phone number to enable prompt notification of any courthouse issues. 
[bookmark: _Hlk47430779]6
Enhanced Cleaning
A designated cleaner for the jury trial has been secured.  This was a recommendation of the Rappahannock Health District and Fredericksburg EOR Division Chief.  This person will clean the jury assembly area when the jurors are in the courtroom and will be present during the trial to clean the witness box between witnesses, as necessary.  When the jury is in recess, this person may also clean the jury box and any common use areas.  

Deep cleaning of the courtroom and jury assembly room will occur in the evenings after court is adjourned. 

Education 
Signage in the jury assembly area about adequate social distancing, hand washing, and proper respiratory procedures is in place.  Signs regarding hand washing are in the restrooms for the jurors.

Protocol for Courthouse Closure 

The following persons will be notified of an occurrence that requires immediate action:

	Emergency Coordinating Officer
	Presiding Judge Gordon Willis   

	Public Information Officer   
	Sheri Pearson 

	Judicial Officer
	Judge Sarah Deneke 

	General District Court 
	Judge John Stevens 

	Clerk of the Circuit Court 
	Jeff Small 

	Sheriff’s Department 
	Lt. David Sullivan  

	Commonwealth Attorney  
	LaBravia Jenkins 

	Public Defender’s Office 
	Allen Bareford 

	Community Corrections  
	Kevin Hudson 

	Probation and Parole  
	Edward Simmons 

	Magistrate  
	Chief Magistrate Cliff Rose  

	Fredericksburg Emergency Management
	Fire Chief Mike Jones 
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Following notification of the proper parties, the following process taken will be followed: 
Emergency
Pending/Occurs
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If yes – determine minimal length and area of closure – or if entire courthouse necessary
If no – handle emergency and resume operations
If yes – is closure required?
Are court operations impacted?
The ECO, PIO and Judicial Officer with the Clerk, Sheriff and GDC judge will make an assessment whether the emergency impacts court operations and requires closure

Communication Plan 
Once a decided course of conduct is reached – the Public Information Officer will draft in conjunction with the Emergency Coordination Officer the substance of the communication.  The PIO will then send the communication to the following persons via electronic mail and text messages:

Judges of the General District
Judicial Staff
Clerk of the Court
Jurors
Sheriff’s Office Designated Person
Courthouse Bailiffs
Commonwealth Attorney & Victim Witness
Public Defender
Fredericksburg City Manager
Fredericksburg Emergency Response Team
Fredericksburg IT
Fredericksburg Fire and Rescue
Fredericksburg Area Bar Association
Supreme Court of Virginia
Fredericksburg.com
Local radio and television stations
Fredericksburg Health Department

Depending upon the course of conduct, the Judicial Staff may choose to alter pre-recorded voicemail messages.  Communications will include general information with references to websites for detailed health guidance.  

If the courthouse needs to be closed during a jury trial – all parties will be notified via an email and a text message that will contain information about the closure, the time frame and resumption of the trial.  

During a multi-day trial, if a juror reports with having experienced one of the conditions contained in the listing, or self-reports to having been exposed to a person that tested positive for COVID, that juror will not be allowed entrance into the courthouse.  The juror will be asked to secure a rapid test at the local Hospital.  

The bailiff will notify the judge and Lt. David Sullivan who oversees Safety and Security measures for the Courthouse.  A hearing with the court reporter, judge, counsel and defendant will occur outside of the presence of the jury to determine the course of action to be taken.  

The local hospital and the Department of Health have agreed if requested to provide a rapid test subject to availability. Current guidance from the VDH and CDC indicate that with adequate social distancing and the use of face coverings, the remaining jurors would be deemed to be at a moderate risk and could self-monitor. 
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Pending test results, the entire courthouse will be sanitized. Review of all security video will occur to determine if any other individuals were exposed to the jurors in a manner that would enable transmission of the virus. Specifically, exposure as defined by the CDC which is within 6 feet of the person for greater than 15 minutes.  Individuals so identified will be advised of the possible exposure.  Staff will be sent home if necessary or sent for rapid testing at the local Hospital.  Additional deep cleaning will take place in areas identified as at risk. 

If the juror tests positive, the remaining jurors, courtroom participants and any individuals that were exposed by being less than 6 feet away for 15 minutes or more will be notified and advised to self-quarantine for 14 days.  The Circuit Court will address the impact of any such occurrence on the present trial on a case by case basis subject to the motions of counsel and current health guidelines. 

If an attorney, bailiff, courthouse employee, court reporter, judge or litigant exhibits symptoms of COVID-19, they will not be permitted entrance to the courthouse and will be sent to secure rapid test result at the local Hospital.  Pending the tests results, Lt. Sullivan will be notified and will consult with the Judges, Bailiffs, and Clerks to determine if complete closure is required or whether a modified or sectional closing can occur after viewing security footage.  Deep cleaning of identified areas will occur immediately.  
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Attachment 1

Rappahannock Area Health District Daily Report



[image: ]
Rappahannock Area Health District 
Situation Report - 8/19/2020
Surveillance Update: 
In Rappahannock Area Health District
Total Positive Cases in RAHD: 4025*Please be advised that the number of new hospitalizations reflects the number of hospitalizations reported to RAHD before 5 p.m. the previous day and DOES NOT reflect the number of patients hospitalized in the last 24 hours* 

	

	COVID-19 Daily Report: August 19, 2020

	Locality
	Cases
	Hospitalizations
	Deaths

	 
	New
	Total
	New
	Total
	New
	Total

	Caroline
	1
	231
	0
	23
	0
	5

	Fredericksburg
	3
	431
	1
	45
	0
	4

	King George
	   1
	171
	0
	20
	0
	4

	Spotsylvania
	7
	1649
	0
	104
	0
	35

	Stafford
	9
	1543
	1
	127
	0
	10

	Total
	21
	4025
	         2      
	319
	0
	58

	COVID-19 Patients Currently Hospitalized in RAHD Facilities
	35



	PCR Tests
	45,766

	PCR Percent Positivity
	       7.4%

	PCR Tests Reported the Day Prior
	564


	Race/Ethnicity Distribution

	 
	Cases
	Hospitalizations
	Deaths

	Asian or Pacific Islander
	2.0%
	3.4%
	1.7%

	Black
	21.1%
	25.0%
	22.4%

	Latino
	39.6%
	34.9%
	13.8%

	Native American
	0.1%
	0.0%
	0.0%

	Other Race
	2.6%
	1.0%
	0.0%

	Two or More Races
	0.8%
	0.7%
	0.0%

	White
	33.9%
	34.9%
	62.1%


    

	[bookmark: _top]Age Distribution

	0-9
	4.4%

	10-19
	10.4%

	20-29
	19.5%

	30-39
	18.2%

	40-49
	17.0%

	50-59
	15.2%

	60-69
	7.8%

	70-79
	3.7%

	80+
	3.7%


                        

 
                                                
	Gender Distribution

	Female
	53.0%

	Male
	47.0%
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**
General Updates: 
**NEW INFORMATION IS IN BOLD**  

A warm line is now available to those experiencing stress and mental health concerns due to COVID-19. Callers can receive emotional support and referrals for mental and behavioral health and other services.  Unlike 911, which is used only for emergencies, a warm line offers support and gives people the chance to talk about their struggles and mental health. Spanish speaking counselors are also available. The COVID Warm Line number is: (877) 349-6428 Toll Free and available from 9:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M. Monday - Friday. 
CDC issued a press release on Friday clarifying that updated isolation guidance does not imply immunity to COVID-19. The press release is available here. 
Revisions were made to the CDC's Information for Pediatric Healthcare Providers to reflect new evidence about COVID-19 in children. 7.3% of all U.S. cases occur in children (who make up 22% of the U.S. population). Hospitalization rates in children are significantly lower than in adults, suggesting that children might have less severe illness than adults. Children likely have the same or higher viral loads in their nasopharynx compared with adults and that children can spread the virus effectively in households and camp settings. Due to community mitigation measures and school closures, transmission of SARS-CoV-2 to and among children may have been reduced in the United States during the pandemic in the spring and early summer of 2020. This may explain the low incidence in children compared with adults. Comparing trends in pediatric infections before and after the return to in-person school and other activities may provide additional understanding about infections in children. The incubation is similar to adults (2-14 days with an average of 6 days). Signs or symptoms in children are generally similar to adults, but additional symptoms listed include abdominal pain, diarrhea, nausea/vomiting, poor appetite or poor feeding; cough and/or fever are the most commonly reported symptoms in children. 
CDC released a toolkit for people ages 15-21
Research continues to increase our understanding of cloth masks. Last week, CDC updated its guidance to discourage the use of masks with valves (more information available here). A preliminary study also showed that ‘neck gaiters’ did not offer protection from respiratory droplets. Wearing a cloth face covering that has multiple layers of fabric is currently recommended to prevent the spread of the disease.
8/15 FDA press release: FDA Issues Emergency Use Authorization to Yale School of Public Health for SalivaDirect, Which Uses a New Method of Saliva Sample Processing. More information can be found here.
This fact sheet provides information to help grandfamilies stay healthy, informed, and connected during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Census Bureau and the CDC issued a press release regarding safety during census non-response follow-up interviews. These should present a low risk of transmission of COVID-19, as census takers are trained to rigorously and universally follow CDC recommendations to mitigate risk of transmission (wearing masks, social distancing, practicing hand hygiene, and not entering homes). This may be helpful to inform local messaging as our community continues to work together to promote census participation.A-1



VDH has launched a new smartphone app that can alert you when you've been in close contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19. The app is named COVIDWISE, and it was developed through a partnership between Google, Apple and VDH. Once a person downloads COVIDWISE from the Google Play Store or App Store, they can be alerted if they were likely exposed to COVID-19. They can then take action to protect themselves and others by voluntarily staying at home in quarantine for a brief period and by getting tested. Virginia is the first state in the United States to make such an app available using the Google-Apple framework.
The CDC now provides tips and information for employers about what to expect for contact tracing and how employers may assist state and local health departments. This information is available here. 
The CDC has created a one-stop shop toolkit site that can be accessed here.
RAHD continues to expand its outreach into non-English speaking communities, particularly in those in which Spanish is a primary language. If you know of a community in need of outreach or if you would like to request materials in alternate languages from RAHD, please contact Erin Perkins at erin.perkins@vdh.virginia.gov
Information about recovery data:  There are several metrics, which can be considered to estimate rates of recovery from COVID-19. For most individuals who contract COVID-19, the duration of illness is 7-14 days. In the Rappahannock Area Health District (also known as Planning District 16 or PD-16), those individuals who experienced an onset of COVID-19 more than two weeks ago have recovered except for a few who were overcome by the illness.  For those who have acquired COVID-19 in the last two weeks, most are isolated at home and recovering and 35 are currently in the hospital in treatment.  There have been 58 deaths due to COVID-19 in all of PD-16: 58 deaths out of a known 4,025 test-positive cases.  In other words, 1.4% of the known test positive cases have died while 98.6% have recovered or are recovering.  However, since approximately 80% of COVID-19 disease is asymptomatic or mild/moderate in nature, we estimate that there are over 20,000 cases of COVID-19 in RAHD, which would represent a much lower case fatality rate and an even higher number of cases who have recovered.
RAHD Response Activities
Call Center:  
RAHD is maintaining a call center to answer questions from the public and providers. This is available from 8:00 am until 4:30 pm Monday through Friday. Phone number: 540-899-4797
24-hour response from RAHD Staff is available to providers and first responders. This phone number is 866-531-3068. 
FOR EMS ONLY: When speaking with the Call Center please provide the following information: 1. Name 2. DOB  3. Address or name of facility 4. What facility they were taken to (MWH, Stafford, SRMC) 5. Symptoms. 
Communications and Public Relations:
Allison Balmes-John continues to serve as the Public Information Officer (PIO) for the Rappahannock Area Health District. Contact information: Allison.balmes@vdh.virginia.gov, 540-226-1461


If you have any questions regarding this report please contact Wendi Lane at wendi.lane@vdh.virginia.gov, 540-940-5486A-1

Attachment 2
Courthouse Entry Screening 

Fredericksburg Courthouse Entry Questions

Within the last 14 days have you traveled internationally?		□ Yes		□ No 

Are you currently experiencing, or have you experienced in the 	□ Yes		□ No
past 14 days, a fever, cough or shortness of breath? 

In the past 14 days have you been in close proximity to anyone 	□ Yes		□ No
who was experiencing any of the above listed symptoms? 

In the past 14 days have you been directed to quarantine, 		□ Yes		□ No
isolate or self-monitor?

In the past 14 days have you been diagnosed with, or had		□ Yes		□ No
contact with anyone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19
or resided with someone in the above categories?

Have you been tested for COVID-19 and are waiting to receive	□ Yes		□ No
the results?
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Attachment 3
Fredericksburg County Courthouse Layout



Level 3
A-3
Jury Assembly Room  secure proper social distancing
Elevators and Stairwell
Courtroom #1
Courtroom #2 for Additional Juror Assembly Room

Elevator and Stairwell to 3rd Floor 


Main Courthouse Entrance
Level 1
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Attachment 4
Prospective Juror Letter


CITY OF FREDERICKSBURG CIRCUIT COURT

TO ALL PROSPECTIVE JURORS – COVID 19 RESPONSE

You have been selected for jury duty as a member in good standing in the City and we very much appreciate your willingness to serve in this important civic duty.  

The Fredericksburg Circuit Circuit Court is committed to your health and safety first and foremost as we navigate this new era of COVID-19 pandemic modifications to our daily lives.

Be assured that we have taken steps to mitigate risk of exposure and are continuously reviewing and developing our protocol at the Courthouse to ensure everyone’s safety.  We want you to be safe, comfortable and secure when you come to the Courthouse for jury duty.

If you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, are currently ill, are currently awaiting test results for a COVID-19 test, are in a high-risk group (i.e. have health issues or are over 65 years of age) or are otherwise not comfortable coming for jury duty, please contact the jury coordinator at the number below immediately to  discuss your situation. 

GENERAL INFORMATION:
As part of our protocol, we screen every person (including all staff, judges, deputies and clerks) who presents to the Courthouse and ask the following questions:

If in the previous 14 days, you have
Traveled internationally
Been directed to quarantine, isolate or self-monitor
Been diagnosed with, or have had contact with anyone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19
Been tested for COVID-19 and are awaiting the results:
Experienced a fever, cough or shortness of breath
Resided with or been in close contact with any person in the above-mentioned categories,
A-4

Any person who answers “YES” to any of the above questions is not permitted entrance to the Courthouse.

All individuals are required to have a temperature check prior to entering the courthouse.  Any person whose temperature is above 100.3 is not permitted entrance to the Courthouse.

Masks are required to be worn in the Courthouse with limited exceptions and conditions.  If you need a mask, we will provide one for you. 

Steps have been taken to allow for a minimum distance of 6 feet maintained between all persons entering the courthouse, those within the courthouse and courtrooms as well as the jury assembly room.

Bailiffs are managing the flow of individuals in order to protect the safety of the public and jurors.

Court proceedings are limited to necessary parties and others as determined by the trial judge.

ENTERING THE COURTHOUSE:
When you come to the Courthouse for your scheduled date for jury duty, please use the main entrance on front of the building and identify yourself as a juror. You will be taked to a secure area away from the general public. 

MEALS:
You may wish to bring a lunch and snack with you, as there may be extremely limited time to leave to eat lunch away from the courthouse.  There is no food or cafeteria at the Courthouse.

QUESTIONS:
If you have any questions, please contact Anna Milton, the Jury Coordinator at (540) 372-1066 aemilton@vacourts.gov.  
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Attachment 5
Photos Courtroom 3
Jury Assembly/Deliberation Room


Exterior of the City of Fredericksburg Courthouse. Bound by City streets. 
A-5

A-5
Courthouse Lobby Screening Area 
Main Entrance to Courthouse 
Courthouse Elevators with Appropriate Signage. Signs are also Posted Inside the Elevators
A-5
Examples of Signage Posted Throughout the Courthouse 
A-5
Entrance to Jury Assembly Room 
Juror Check-In Station Adjacent to Jury Assembly Room
A-5
Jury Assembly Room – Chairs Numbered 1 to 25 
Jury Assembly Room with Proper Distancing 
Sanitizer Station and Room Air Purifier in Jury Assembly Room
Example of Hand Sanitizing Stations Throughout the Courthouse with Appropriate Signage 
Courtroom #2 – Assembly for Jurors Number 26 and Higher 
Third Floor Waiting Area/Hallway with Appropriate Signage  
Entrance to Courtroom with Appropriate Signage 
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Bench in Courtroom #1 

View of Courtroom from Bench
A-5

Witness and Court Reporter 


[image: ]Jury Box Courtroom 1 Jurors seated at least 6 feet from each other and others in the courtroom
Courtroom #2 – Assembly for Jurors Number 26 and Higher
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[image: ]Public Seating Courtroom 3

Public Seating Courtroom 3
Public Seating 
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Attachment 6
Juror COVID-19 Screening Questionnaire


FREDERICKSBURG CIRCUIT COURT
JUROR COVID-19 SCREENING QUESTIONNAIRE 

The safety of the public is a high priority. As the coronavirus pandemic continues, we are monitoring the situation closely and following the guidance from the Virginia Department of Health and the Center for Disease Control as well as local health authorities. In order to prevent the spread of the coronavirus and reduce the potential risk of exposure to those in the courthouse, you will be asked these questions prior to entry to the courthouse and any jury service. 

Please respond to each of the following questions truthfully and to the best of your ability. Your participation is important to help us take precautionary measures to protect you, other jurors, staff and the public at large. 


Within the last 14 days have you traveled internationally?		□ Yes		□ No 

Are you currently experiencing, or have you experienced in the 	□ Yes		□ No
past 14 days, a fever, cough or shortness of breath? 

In the past 14 days have you been in close proximity to anyone 	□ Yes		□ No
who was experiencing any of the above listed symptoms? 

In the past 14 days have you been directed to quarantine, 		□ Yes		□ No
isolate or self-monitor?

In the past 14 days have you been diagnosed with, or had		□ Yes		□ No
contact with anyone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19?

Have you been tested for COVID-19 and are waiting to receive	□ Yes		□ No
the results?

Do you care for someone that has been diagnosed with, or had 	□ Yes		□ No
close contact with someone with COVID-19?

Is there any reason why you feel you are at a higher risk of 		□ Yes		□ No
contracting COVID-19?  
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