Timeline

The Application Process

The Certificate of Appropriateness
application and approval process usually
takes 30-60 days. Generally, you should
submit your application by the third Friday
of the month to be scheduled for the next
hearing.

Before conducting a project on your property,
please read this brochure and visit
http://bit.ly/FXBGARB to find forms, maps,
and supporting materials. If you have any
questions, please call 540.372.1179.

The Architectural Review Board meets on the
second Monday of every month at 7:00pm at
City Hall. These meetings are public and all
interested citizens are invited to attend and
voice their opinions.

Submit your Certificate of Appropriateness
application along with the application fee and
any other supporting documentation relevant
to your project at least 25 days before the
meeting date.

Checklist

 Verify your property falls within the
Fredericksburg Historic District. To view the
district map please visit
http://bit.ly/FXBGMAP
 Check whether your project needs
approval. If you’re unsure, please call
540.372.1179 to discuss your project.
 Fill out the application and gather
supporting materials.
 Submit your application and fees online or
in person at the Community Planning and
Building Department Office.
 Prepare for the hearing by reviewing
your materials and plan to answer any
questions the Architectural Review Board
may have about your application.

For more information or any queries,
please go to http://bit.ly/FXBGARB
or call 540.372.1179.

Public Hearings take place on the second
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in Council
Chambers at City Hall, 715 Princess Anne
Street, Fredericksburg, Virginia.
If you have an application under
consideration, you or your representative
should be present at the public hearing to
answer any questions that arise.
When a project is approved by the
Architectural Review Board, the Planning
Department will issue a Certificate of
Appropriateness within 10 days.
Other required permits may be issued or
applied for at this time.
If you need help with your application and/
or would like an informal review, please
contact the Community Planning and Building
Department at 540.372.1179.

This brochure is not comprehensive guidance.
Please visit http://bit.ly/FXBGARB to view the most recent
guidelines and contact information.

Historic District
Homeowners Guide

Windows

> Replacement of windows is only
appropriate when the original components
are beyond repair. New components must
replicate the original design as closely as
possible.
> Vinyl windows are generally not acceptable
as replacements.
> Whether visible to the public right-of-way
or not, a building permit is required to
replace a window in the Historic District.

Where community
comes together.

The information in this brochure outlines
some of the most common projects for
homeowners in the Historic District and
can be used as a general guide for the
Certificate of Appropriateness application
process. If you have any questions please
visit http://bit.ly/FXBGARB or call 540.372.1179.

> Storm windows are encouraged by the
Architectural Review Board to protect
historic windows and conserve
energy and do not require a building
permit or Architectural Review
Board approval.

> Preserve and maintain original or historic
roof materials as well as architectural
features including chimneys, dormers, and
cornices.
> Match new materials to the original when
replacement is necessary.
> Solar panels should be installed so they are
minimally visible from the street, reversible,
and do not cause damage to historic
materials or features.

> Storm doors with
designs that allow the
original door to remain
visible are acceptable.
The storm door divisions
must match the original
door.

> Additions are allowed, however the
Architectural Review Board must approve all
plans for additions before construction can
begin.
> Additions must be compatible with the
design of the primary building on the site.
This includes such elements as roof slope
and material selection.

> Maintain existing historic fences, to prevent
the need for replacement.

Roof

> Retain and repair
existing historic or
original doors and
surrounding trim with
matching materials.

Additions

Fencing
> Chain link, split railing, concrete block
walling, and PVC/vinyl fences are not
appropriate replacements in the Historic
District.

Doors

What does not require a
Certificate of Appropriateness?
> Replacement of deteriorated materials with
identical materials
> Repainting of painted surfaces
> Gardening and landscaping
> Interior modifications that do not affect the
exterior
> Routine maintenance
> Alterations that are not visible from the
public right-of-way
If you are unclear about what projects require approval,
please contact the City at 540.372.1179.

> Additions may only be built to the rear or
side of the building and must be smaller
than the original structure.

Lighting

> Retain historic lighting fixtures and replace
only when parts need for repair can no
longer be found or replicated.
> New lighting fixtures must be based on
historic precedents specific to the site.
In cases of no precedent for a historic
lighting design, unobtrusive and minimal
contemporary design should be used.
> Use full cut-off shields and lighting that
does not spill over on other nearby
properties.
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second Monday of every month at 7:00pm at
City Hall. These meetings are public and all
interested citizens are invited to attend and
voice their opinions.

Checklist

 Verify your property falls within the
Fredericksburg Historic District. To view the
district map please visit
http://bit.ly/FXBGMAP
 Check whether your project needs
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Submit your Certificate of Appropriateness
application along with the application fee and
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to your project at least 25 days before the
meeting date.
Public Hearings take place on the second
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in Council
Chambers at City Hall, 715 Princess Anne Street,
Fredericksburg, Virginia.
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days.
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Historic District
Business Owners
Guide

Lighting
> Retain the
existence of any
historic lighting.
Replacement of
a historic light
fixture is only
acceptable
when parts for
the original
fixture can no longer be found or replicated.
> Commercial properties should have
shielded outdoor lighting that lights parking
lots and pedestrian paths. Fixtures may not
exceed 24 feet tall.

Where
small businesses
come together.
The information in this brochure outlines some of
the most common projects for businesses in the
Historic District and can be used as a general guide
for the Certificate of Appropriateness application
process. If you have any questions please visit
http://bit.ly/FXBGARB or contact 540.372.1179.

Awnings
> Awnings should be placed so that building
elements and materials are not damaged.
> Awnings may not be lower than eight feet
above the sidewalk. Metal, plastic, or overly
ornate fabric awnings should be avoided.
> Awnings must be installed directly into
mortar joints to avoid damage.
> In-kind replacement of awning fabric does
not require a Certificate of Appropriateness.

> When using LED lighting, a warm-white tone
is recommended, usually 2500-3000K.
> New lighting fixtures should be based on
historic precedents specific to the site.
In cases of no precedent for a historic
lighting design, unobtrusive and minimal
contemporary design should be used.

Signage

Doors

Accessibility

> Retain and repair existing historic or original
doors and surrounding trim with matching
materials.

The City of Fredericksburg strives to be
welcoming to residents and visitors alike.
Historic resources are an important part of this
effort.

> Retain and reuse original materials and
hardware when possible. Supplemental
hardware may be used to provide
additional security.
> Installation of storm doors is often
permitted, however the installation must
not damage the door or door frame.
> Moving or infilling original openings is
strongly discouraged.

There are various regulations for commercial
properties that should be considered when
building new construction or completing
alterations to historic properties.
For more information on regulations and
your responsibilities as a business owner,
please contact the Community Planning
and Building Department at 540.372.1080 or
building@fredericksburgva.gov.

> Signage
should be
modest in
size and be
designed
with
pedestrians
and slower
vehicular
traffic in mind.
> The size of signs should be suitable with
the character of the building. For exact sign
allowance, verify with the Planning Office.
Signs are to be placed in traditional sign
placement areas (cornice, sign-bands,
transoms, display windows, etc.)
> Sign design, materials, and graphics must
coordinate with the character of the building.
> If a sign is affixed to masonry, fastenings
must be placed into mortar joints.
> Signs may be front-lit.

